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	1. Brief description/abstract of the content of the presentation (500 words max).
As dietitians in Europe it is ‘our responsibility to improve the impact of our profession by bringing a quality assured and evidenced approach to supporting our dietetic community and those with whom we work; colleagues, clients and the public and private sectors’.  The EU funded Thematic Network “Dietitians Improving Education and Training Standards in Europe (TN DIETS) is currently undertaking a development exercise of European Dietetic Competency definition together with improving the understanding of their performance indicators.  The embedding of this initiative will define professional competences at the point of qualification as a dietitians working in Europe.   These competences will then profoundly influence dietetic training, provide a benchmark for lifelong learning and ultimately European registration of dietitians across Europe (these ambitions were part of the Roskilde and Taormina Declarations – see www.efad.eu ).  The resolutions were proposed to enhance the quality and the role that the 28,000 dietitians working in Europe (EFAD, 2002) play in improving the nutritional health of the European population.  The quality of the European dietetic workforce and especially its ‘fitness to practice’ is a critical component of the Edinburgh (2005) and Portugal (2007) Agreements and the relevant Competent Authority.   The TN DIETS has promoted the ‘Exchange of Good Practice’ (Agreement Seven of the Edinburgh Agreement) by professional dietetic associations.  This exchange will contribute to the ‘Competence Assurance of European Health Care Professional (Portugal Agreement, 2007) ultimately enabling more exchange of a competent and well informed professional across borders.  In Europe dietitians can be found in almost every member state and must be the major human capital asset for the realization of the EU (2007/2285(INI) ‘White Paper on Nutrition, Overweight and obesity – related health issues’ (2008).
Everything we do within the TN DIETS should be thought of as peer learning within the context of creating the ‘knowledge triangle’; a strong collaboration between education, research and innovation with learning regions centered on Higher Education Institutions.

 “Erasmus networks are designed to promote European co-operation and innovation in specific thematic areas of particular importance to higher education in a European context. In this way, they contribute to enhancing quality, defining and developing a European dimension within a given academic discipline, study area, or furthering innovation and good practice on other aspects of higher education development. This is achieved by means of co-operation within the network between higher education institutions, university faculties and departments. Co-operation should also involve academic and other associations, learned societies, enterprises, and professional bodies, other partners of socio-economic importance in the public or private sector and, where appropriate, student organisations. All networks should bring together an appropriate range of relevant stakeholders concerned. Co-operation within networks is expected to lead to outcomes which will have a lasting and widespread impact on higher education institutions across Europe in the field concerned”.  Proposals for a new direction for TN DIETS will be proposed involving:
· The Professional Development of dietitians
· Quality Assurance in dietetic practice
· Education for safe and effective practice
· and Dietetic research and evidence based practice


	2.  Please give two to three key references which can be used to inform future work:
a) Thematic Networks: http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus/doc1073_en.htm
b) Portugal Agreement (2007) by the Healthcare Professionals Crossing Borders partnership – an informal partnership of the professional healthcare regulators in Europe (http://www.hpcb.eu/activities/documents/The_Portugal_Agreement.pdf )
c) Commission of the European Communities (2007) A White Paper:  A Strategy for Europe on Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity related health issues.  COM (2007) 279 final (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2007:0279:FIN:EN:PDF )

d) DIETS2 bid found at  www.thematicnetworkdietetics.eu


	3. Please identify, where possible, up to three specific outcomes that participants will take away to inform their future practice.
a) Awareness of the requirement of Life Long Learning to maintain professional competence

b) The “knowledge triangle” and the need for collaboration with higher education

c) Quality assurance and the development of achievement of the Roskilde and Taormina Resolutions




