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	1. Brief description/abstract of the content of the presentation (500 words max).
An aspiration for dietetics internationally is to enhance networking and practice around the world. The ICDA has published the international minimum educational level and the international code of good practice as steps towards this.  These documents took many years to develop, but they are a platform from which we can now move forward.  The ICDA also regularly publishes reports on education and work of dietitians but these do not provide a clear picture of how dietitians actually practice on a day to day level.  The challenge is to find ways that diverse education and practice can contribute to the long term goal of increasing global development of the dietetics profession.  The work that has been undertaken within Europe makes a significant contribution to this, bringing more commonality within a diverse language and practice group.  The next step is to develop ways that this diversity can be transferred across borders in ways that enrich the profession, and bring benefit to all parties.  To do this, there needs to be acceptance of diversity and difference as well as broader understandings of dietetics as a profession.  While the ICDA has a very broad definition of practice and tries to be inclusive rather than exclusive, at national levels this becomes more difficult.  Educators must meet the imperatives of their universities and of the national associations and accrediting agencies. These can often be serious constraints. In some countries there is an expectation of  “internationalisation” of the curriculum, but this does not necessarily translate into practice.  As a first step, international networking is very useful. To develop exchange programs and to form international interest groups for different practice groups is helpful.  These can serve to not only break down barriers, but can improve standards by learning from each other.  This collective sharing of knowledge and wisdom will work across borders and is more feasible in the electronic age in which we find ourselves.  As educators, we need to develop a willingness to share and to extend curricula beyond the “minimum” needed for local practice.  This would make graduates more able to transfer skill. Ultimately one goal for the ICDA might be to develop international minimum curricula standards, but this is some years into the future.  In the meantime, we need to see the strengths in the various models of practice and education for dietetics and look outwards.  Part of the ICDA strategic plan is to strengthen networks more strongly.  Forming an international dietetic educators group within the ICDA framework might be useful.  Forming cross border collaboratives to undertake research in dietetics education would be an excellent step.  The DIETS program is an outstanding example of how to enhance this sharing and how to cross borders, and its achievements are significant.  Perhaps this could serve as the model for greater collaboration with others outside Europe, as there is a lot that can be learned.  One of the major difficulties with international work is language, and DIETS has much to teach others in this respect. 



	2.  Please give two to three key references which can be used to inform future work:
2008 International Code of Ethics and Code of Good Practice available at 
http://www.internationaldietetics.org/education_work_of_dietitians.asp



	3. Please identify, where possible, up to three specific outcomes that participants will take away to inform their future practice.

1. Consider ways to increase internationalisation of dietetics curricula

2. Develop strategies in practice to increase networking

3. Consider taking a leadership role in international collaborations.



