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	Title of Presentation: Has DIETS succeeded in bringing educators closer together?

	Brief description/abstract of the content of the presentation (500 words max). 
Europe is moving towards a European Higher Education Area which requires sustainable reform of higher education in Europe.  The establishment of Thematic Networks to facilitate strategic reflection on the scientific, educational and institutional issues within higher education is one major innovation of the Socrates-Erasmus programme.  Co-operation within Thematic Networks should enhance quality and develop a European dimension within a given academic discipline leading to outcomes which have a lasting and widespread impact across Europe in the field concerned.  
The DIETS Thematic Network was established in October 2006 with the European Federation of Dietetic Associations as a lead partner, bringing together the dietetic associations of Europe and the higher education institutes (HEIs) providing dietetics education, a collaboration with potential to integrate the work of both HEI and practice placement based dietetics educators.  Specific objectives were defined which would enhance this collaboration, including the description of all areas of dietetic practice and education throughout Europe, development of the utilisation of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS), the development of quality indicators, in particular for practice placement education, the publication and dissemination of best practice both within the HEIs and the practice placement settings, the embedding of lifelong learning competencies in first cycle degrees, the development and promotion of education courses for dietitians and the improvement in communication and facilitation of knowledge sharing on all elements of dietetics practice and education.
The DIETS Thematic Network has successfully mapped dietetics education, training and practice throughout Europe using web-based questionnaires.  During 2007-2009, actual (face-to-face) and virtual visits were organised between dietetics educators from HEIs and practice placement settings, and between students across Europe.  Such visits encouraged networking and sharing of knowledge, skills and experience amongst educators and students of dietetics from different European countries and facilitated the development of quality indicators for practical dietetics education.  Educational resources which could potentially be shared were made available through the DIETS website, for example, teaching and assessment methods, and reusable learning objects.  Follow-up virtual meetings and questionnaires allowed an evaluation of changes made to educational practice.  In addition, the virtual visits enabled an appraisal of the technologies HEIs and dietitians use for communication and the use of new technologies.  In less than three years, forty-five different HEIs participated in an actual visit with ten additional HEIs participating in a virtual visit and eight students in two HEIs having a discussion forum on a number of dietetic topics.  European dietetic competencies have been agreed, performance indicators published and educational materials are available on the website.  Dissemination by key contacts within their own organizations and countries has allowed for efficient sharing of knowledge and best practice with an audit of dissemination activities highlighting that in the majority of countries, all relevant individuals within HEIs, dietetics associations, scientific bodies and government ministries have been regularly informed of DIETS activities.  The visits and conferences allowed dietetic educators from across Europe to meet face-to-face, facilitating virtual communication in the intervening periods, leading to fresh thinking, changes in educational techniques in all settings, and to student and staff mobility across Europe.  Information was widely disseminated among HEIs and dietetic associations through the DIETS website, seven newsletters and two conferences during the three year period.  

	2.  Please give two to three key references which can be used to inform future work:

http://www.thematicnetworkdietetics.eu

	3. Please identify, where possible, up to three specific outcomes that participants will take away to inform their future practice.
Sharing of practices in dietetics education is fundamental to the aims of higher education throughout Europe.
Current practice, best practice and educational materials collated by the DIETS Thematic Network should be reviewed prior to making any changes within dietetics education in all European countries.

All programme structures should utilize ECTS.


