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	1. Brief description/abstract of the content of the presentation (500 words max).
The implementation of policies designed to improve the quality of healthcare has spearheaded the modernisation of Health Services.  The implications of this dynamic health agenda for the Dietetic Profession is that it is required to develop in terms of approaches to capacity and capability building if it is to evidence a contribution to the dimensions of quality healthcare, namely; patient centred, safe, effective, efficient, equitable and timely (Institute of Medicine, 2001).

This presents exciting challenges for practitioners, education providers and work place practice developers but it is crucial that the synergies of these roles are capitalised on if evolution in terms of new ways of working, developing skills in innovation and evidenced based practice are to become reality rather than rhetoric.  Inherent to these changes is the need for strategic leadership and performance management.  The implications of this changing landscape for already crammed under graduate programmes is that it will  place greater emphasis on students understanding patients dietetic ‘risk’ and ‘need’ and in developing their ability to explicitly define the rationale for clinical decision making in managing/declining duty of care.  Adopting this approach is key to measuring dietetic outcomes (qualitative, quantitative), providing an evidence base for intervention and in defining caseload capacity.  

To support quality improvement in the delivery of dietetic care a system of decision support that will enable care to be delivered in line with the preferences of patients and evidence base is required.  The approach adopted by Wagner (1998) suggests that the quality of support for patients can be improved if action is taken to create the conditions that support a productive partnership between informed and empowered patients and prepared, proactive healthcare teams.  This needs a supporting infrastructure of training and education for practitioners alongside support for patients to make well informed decisions.  However this journey should begin at undergraduate level and this presentation will explore the development of a transferable practice development framework that aims to meet the career progression plans of practitioners and the quality agenda programme for the Dietetic Service.



	2.  Please give two to three key references which can be used to inform future work:
Institute of Medicine, Crossing the Quality Chasm, A New Health System for the 21st Century, 2001, Washington DC, Institute of Medicine.
Wagner E.H. Chronic Disease Management: What will it take to improve care for chronic illness? Effective Clinical Practice. 1998. 1: 2-4.


	3. Please identify, where possible, up to three specific outcomes that participants will take away to inform their future practice.

Participants will be able to:-
Appreciate the importance aligning learning programmes with the quality health agenda.



