
  

 

 

 

The Newsletter will also acknowledge awards attained by members 

of the Network.  Such awards are only attained through hard work 

and dedication and their contribution to the development of dietetic 

practice should be acknowledged by all. 

 

A student area in each Newsletter will present examples of work or 

resources produced by students.  We would like students to 

contribute to the Newsletter and hope that this can enhance the 

student learning across Europe. 

 

For a little fun and competition between partners, future editions of 

the Newsletter will contain a Quiz. 

 

The Newsletter is there to present the work of all the Partner 

organisations so we would like everyone to contribute. 

All contributions should be sent to Judith Liddell, Thematic Network 

Manager, at secretariat@efad.org 

 

We hope that you will both enjoy and find this 1
st
 Newsletter useful. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Dissemination Group, DIETS Thematic Network for Dietetics 

Welcome to the 3rd DIETS Thematic Network Newsletter. 
 
Welcome to the 3rd DIETS Thematic Network Newsletter.  This edition 
focuses on the 1

st
 DIETS Conference, held on 6

th
 and 7

th
 September 2007 

at the University of Plymouth, UK.   
 
The theme of the Conference was the óEuropean Perspective on Placement 
Learningô and brought together campus-based Dietitian educators and 
practice placement Dietitian trainers from 29 European countries.  
 
Excellent speakers from Denmark, England, Scotland and the USA 
presented on a number of interesting and relevant topics.  Inger-Margrethe 
Jensen discussed óThe Tuning agenda ï significance to ensuring healthcare 
competenceô and provided us with valuable advice on how to begin to work 
out competencies for dietetics.  Ruth Young, a Reader in Health Policy 
Evaluation at Kings College London and a Member of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee of the European Health Management Association gave 
an expert opinion on competency of the European healthcare workforce.  
Linda Renton, who has 10 years experience of working with the Thematic 
Network for Occupational Therapy, presented on óThe role and scope of 
Thematic Networksô and gave us an insight into the professional 
opportunities presented by DIETS, while Brian Tobin, Professor and 
Founding Chair of the Department of Basic Medical Science Education and 
Coordinator of Nutrition Science Research in El Paso, Texas provided us 
with an excellent update on developments in life long learning.  Professor 
Anne de Looy from the University of Plymouth gave an introduction to the 
DIETS Thematic Network. 
 
The afternoon seminars, led by members of the DIETS Education and 
Practice Working Group, provided the opportunity to discuss best practice 
and quality indicators in practical placement education, how the skills of 
practice placement trainers can be developed and the evidence base for 
health care practice. 
 
Original oral and poster presentations were made in the early evening of the 
6

th
 September, immediately following the óSharing Innovation in Placement 

Learningô Conference organised by the Centre for Excellence in 
Professional Placement Learning (CEPPL), University of Plymouth, on 6

th
 

September, which many DIETS delegates attended.  
 
We hope that this edition of the DIETS newsletter will encourage those who 
missed the first conference, to join us for the second DIETS Conference in 
Frankfurt, Germany in September 2008. 
 
Best wishes 
Dissemination Group 

DIETS Thematic Network for Dietetics 

 

The DIETS Thematic Network for Dietetics is the grateful beneficiary of generous 
financial support from the European Unionôs Socrates programme. The Network takes 
sole responsibility for everything it publishes, including this newsletter, and wishes to 
make clear that the Education, Audiovisual and Cultural Executive Agency is not 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained herein 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

The Bologna Process (European 
Union, 1999) promotes the adoption 
of a system of easily readable and 
comparable degrees based on three 
cycles, at bachelor, master and PhD 
level with the establishment of a 
system of credits and an aim to 
promote student / teacher / 
researcher mobility.  The Tuning 
Educational Structures across Europe 
Project focuses on educational 
structures and content of studies.  As 
a result of the Bologna Declaration 
the educational systems in all 
European countries are in the process 
of reforming with an aim to achieve 
comparability of curricula in terms of 
structures, programmes and teaching.  
In this reform process the required 
academic and professional profiles 
and needs of society should play an 
important role.  At the School of 
Nursing, University College Jutland, a 
tuning project, óTuning Educational 
Structures ï Nursingô has been 
undertaken in collaboration with 14 
university schools of nursing across 
Europe.  In higher education, a shift 
from a staff oriented approach to a 
student centred approach is evident 
with less specialised academic 
education in the first cycle and greater 
flexibility in both first and second 
cycle programmes.  This tuning 
project focuses on the development of 
generic and subject specific 
competencies i.e. what a graduate 
nurse needs to know, understand and 
be able to do in order óto be fit for 
purpose and practiceô.  Competencies 
in the Tuning Project are defined as a 
dynamic combination of knowledge, 
understanding, skills and abilities.  
Development of these competencies 
for nursing involved developing 
generic, subject specific (knowledge, 
understanding and skills), ECTS, 
mapping approaches to teaching, 
learning and assessment and quality 
enhancement, including practice 
based learning.  Learning outcomes 
are also required.  These are 

statements of what a learner is 
expected to know, understand and / or 
be able to demonstrate after 
completion of learning and are 
formulated by academic staff for each 
module and programme.  The tuning 
project in nursing aimed to identify 
ways to implement three cycles in a 
practice based profession and to 
identify common reference points 
across Europe from a discipline and 
university perspective.  It also aimed to 
develop professional profiles and 
comparable and compatible learning 
outcomes for nursing, to facilitate 
employability by promoting 
transparency in educational structures 
and to develop a common language 
understood by all stakeholders.  The 
challenges that faced the nursing 
tuning project were that although the 
EU directive had specified professional 
areas and in some cases course hours 
required to practice, the academic level 
and competencies required had not 
been specified.  National and 
professional regulation already existed 
in many countries and neither 
registration, nor a licence to practice, 
were tied in with first cycle degrees.  
Where regulations existed, they 
generally reflected the health care 
setting of the 1970s when the 

regulations were originally designed.  
The tuning project has tools available 
on the website to help develop level 
descriptors, examples of 
competencies and leaning outcomes, 
ideas for learning, teaching and 
assessing and a glossary of terms 
www.unideusto.org/tuning.  
Additionally, nursing is a profession in 
transition; some health care 
programmes are direct entry in some 
countries e.g. midwifery and the 
multidisciplinary agenda in health care 
means more first and second cycle 
programmes are shared with others.  
In June 2007, the tuning project was 
validated by an international panel 
that made recommendations in the 
areas of patient safety/risk 
management, IT skills in a health care 
context, meaningful delegation and 
team nursing through management 
training.  The new Danish Bachelor 
Curricula for Nursing Science is a 3½ 
year, 7 semester, 210 ECTS course 
with greater focus on science and 
health science, less focus on human 
and social science, a modular 
structure and an interdisciplinary 
module. 
 
Dr Clare Corish, Dublin Institute of 
Technology 
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